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In point of fact there was little attempt by either side
to fulfil the terms of the new agreements other than the
instalment payments by the Russians and the dilatory
evacuation of White Russia by the Germans. Through the
remainder of the summer and autumn the various com-
missions provided for functioned spasmodically, and there
appeared to be a lessening of the tension between the two
Governments in matters of territorial adjustment. But the
tide was setting steadily against the cause of German
arms. It could no longer be concealed that the gambler's
throw in the West had lost and that the Allied offensives
in August and September were driving the German army
ever backward. More and more troops were being with-
drawn from the East, until a bare 400,000 men were left
with Hoffmann and Groner. Their departure encouraged
the Bolsheviks to stiffen their attitude towards Germany
and towards her partners in the now tottering Quadruple
Alliance. On September 30, after a period of acrimonious
exchanges and remonstrances, the Soviet Government took
the first step to free itself from the toils of Brest-Litovsk.
In a note to the Ottoman Government it declared the
treaty with Turkey to be null and void.1

Adolf Joffle, if he failed to make the best bargain possible
in the supplementary treaties of August 27, left little to be
desired, from the point of view of Moscow, in his general
conduct as Soviet Ambassador and Bolshevik agent. For
Lenin was true to the pledge which he had given the
Petrograd Soviet on the night of February 23: " The
Central Executive Committee signs the Peace; the Council
of Commissars signs the Peace, but not the Central Com-
mittee of the Party, and for the behaviour of the Party the

1 For text of Note see Class Struggle (New York), vol. ii. December
1918 ; ddcherin, pp. 22-23.